A comparative study of the clinical patterns of acute glomerulonephritis from a high and a low incidence area of New Zealand.
Prompted by the marked regional differences in the incidence of acute nephritis in childhood, a comparative clinical study is reported. The features of the disease in a high incidence area, Tauranga, are contrasted with those in a low incidence area, Christchurch. The relative infrequency of the disease in Christchurch has been confirmed. The clinical features and the severity of the disease showed a similar pattern in the two centres. Serological evidence of recent streptococcal infection occurred in the majority of patients from both areas. Prior skin infection was more frequently reported from Tauranga and the significance of this is discussed.